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ROBSON, Frederick George                                     
 

Rifleman S/18632 

9th  Battalion, Rifle Brigade  
(Prince Consort's Own) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 15th  September 1916 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Serre Road Cemetery Number 2 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 31 years 

 
Known to his friends as “Warly,” Frederick George Robson was the eldest of the 
twelve children of George William and Ada Helen Robson formerly Hall.  George 
William was the son of Thomas and Annie Robson. Originally from County Durham, 
they had moved to Cambridge before the birth of their fifth child in 1870. Thomas 
was employed as a clerk for a printer compositor. George followed his father’s 
footsteps and by 1881 he had found employment as a clerk too, working for a brick 
manufacturer.   Ada’s father, Alfred Hall was born in Cambridgeshire, his wife, Maria, 
was from Bath. They had two daughters who were born in Somerset but by 1871 the 
family had moved to Magdalene Street, Cambridge, where Alfred was a grocer.  It 
was presumably in Cambridge that Ada met George Robson whom she married in 
London in 1885.   
 

George had secured employment as a 
Mercantile Clerk in Chauntry Mill, 
Haverhill and he and Ada set up home in 
a house called Fernlee Villa. It was here 
that Frederick George was born on 24th 
October 1885.   
 
The Robsons went on to have a further 
eleven children, moving to Croft House 
and later to 108 Withersfield Road. There 
is evidence of religious observance, at 
least in the case of Frederick, who was 
confirmed in 1900 at St Mary’s.  On 
leaving school, he, like his father and 
grandfather, became a clerk, first of all 
as a junior in a printers’ office, and then 
by 1911 as a clerk in a grocer and 
drapery business.   
 
His father George was organist and choir 
master at St. Mary’s where a plaque to 
his memory and that of his wife Ada can 
be found by the organ. He was also a 
keen sportsman being part of the winning 
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team from the Haverhill League Division 1 in the 1906-7 season. Outside of work, 
Frederick, like his father, was also well known as a keen all rounder in sporting 
circles. He had won prizes for running at all distances from 100 yards up to one mile 
at many venues across the Eastern counties, including many boys races when he 
was younger. He was the Hon. Secretary of Haverhill and District Athletic Club until 
he left to work in London. A prominent member of the Wednesday afternoon cricket 
and football teams he also enjoyed swimming and boxing.  
 
One can only speculate about when Frederick left Haverhill but by December 1915 
when he enlisted he had found employment as a Licenced Victualler’s Manager and 
he was living at 18 High Street, Kingsland, London. He had also met his future wife, 
Bessie Brooker from Hackney. Frederick signed his attestation papers to become 
Rifleman S/18632, 9th Battalion, Rifle Brigade at Hackney Baths on 10th December 
1915. He gave his age as 30 years, 3 months and noted his occupation as a 
licensed victuallers manager living at 18 High Street, Kingsland, London. He was 5 
feet 5.5 inches tall, with a chest measurement of 35" to 39" and weighed 140 lbs. His 
next of kin was father George William Robson at 108 Withersfield Road, Haverhill. 
He was mobilised on the 6th May 1916 and the period to August was spent at the 
base depot during which time, no doubt, Frederick underwent training. 
 
1916 should have been a year full of promise with the birth of his son Frederick 
Henry on 9th February followed by his marriage to Bessie on 9th July in Holy Trinity 
Church.  However, less than a month later, on 1st August, and just 4 weeks before he 
embarked at Southampton bound for France, his six month old son died in 
Shoreditch Infirmary from ‘infective enteritis’. One can only imagine how hard it must 
have been to leave his wife in such circumstances and Bessie could not have known 
the further tragedy that was to unfold within just a few weeks. 
 
Landing at Le Havre on 29th 
August 1916, Frederick was 
retained for further training not 
joining his battalion in the field until 
2nd September. He went directly to 
the Somme where he was involved 
in action near Courcelette. On 15th 
September, less than a fortnight 
after arriving at the front, Frederick 
was reported missing. Later it was 
confirmed that he had been killed 
in action on this date. 
 

On 2nd December 1916, the Echo reported 
that Frederick’s parents had been notified 
officially of his death. It added that “He 
was well liked by all whom he  came in 
contact with and was ever-ready to lend a 
helping hand where he could. His 
numerous friends will regret his death. He 
leaves a widow and many relatives to 
mourn their loss. 
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In April 1917 Bessie gave birth to the son that Frederick probably didn’t know was 
expected, William G. Robson. She was granted a pension of 18 shillings 9 pence 
(£0.93) per week for herself and one child. On Army Form 5080 in 1919, Bessie 
declared the living relatives to be herself, a daughter Violet Elizabeth (13/4/1914) 
and son William George (22/4/1917); Frederick's parents at 108 Withersfield Road, 
Haverhill together with his brothers, William [30], Harry [26] and sisters Dorothy [28] 
and Kathleen [10]. In 1918 she remarried and became Mrs. William Dyer. 
 
Originally with no known grave, Frederick was found north of Herrissart  in an 
unmarked grave and identified by his service number which was stamped in his 
boots. He  was re-interred in Serre Road No 2 Cemetery in 1927. 
 
Serre Road Cemetery Number 2 is about seven kilometres north-west of 
Courcelette, and eleven kilometres north-north-east of Albert.  
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Frederick’s own father long outlived him, dying aged 82 in 1943.  He was buried in 
Haverhill Cemetery where his son’s name is inscribed on the War Memorial.   
In 1920, Frederick’s wreath had read simply: 
 

‘In loving memory of Rifleman F. G. Robson (Rifle Brigade), 
killed in action September 15th 1916.’ 

 
Touchingly, a simpler memento of Frederick survives. In 1909 he signed his name in 
the birthday book of a pupil at the Cangle School in Haverhill, Edith Turner.  The 
book, and Frederick’s signature, remains in the possession of Edith’s granddaughter 
all these years later. 
 
The reverse of his photograph shown on page 1 reads: 
In loving Memory of Frederick George Robson (London Rifle Brigade) Killed in 
Action Sep 15 1916 in his 31st year. 
 

 


